
Good Friday 
April 2, 2021 

Tenebrae Vespers 
 

Please enter the sanctuary in silence. 
Use this time for prayer and meditation and focusing on the Holy 
Events that made our forgiveness, life and salvation possible.  
 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday are the 
celebration of the holy three days of Christ’s Passover, commonly 
known as the Triduum. Because the Triduum is seen as one service 
in three parts, the service begins with the Invocation on Maundy 
Thursday and no Benediction is spoken until Easter Sunday. May the 
Lord richly bless your worship today! 

 
The Office of Tenebrae  
Tonight’s liturgy is an adaptation of an early fourth century service 
traditionally used during the last three days of Holy Week. 
“Tenebrae” is Latin for “Darkness,” and, as its name implies, it 
reminds us of the gathering darkness on Good Friday. The gradual 
extinguishing of the candles reminds us of the flight of the 
disciples, the approach of the dark hatred of Jesus' enemies, and 
the resentment of the world that mocked His every move, leading 
to His final isolation on the cross. The plaintive cry "My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?" echoes the deepest despair of 
human hopelessness. The slamming of the door of the grave and the 
darkness of the church symbolize the death of our Lord. Yet there is 
hope! The lighting of the Christ candle points ahead to the rapidly 
approaching Easter Dawn. 
 

The Order of Compline 
Portions of the service are taken directly from the order of 
Compline, which can be found in our Lutheran Service Book hymnal, 
beginning on page 253. Compline is an ancient rite which was 
traditionally used by Christians in the early Church just before 
going to bed each evening. Its main focus is on God’s protection 
throughout the night, similar to Martin Luther’s Evening Prayer. 
Since our congregation does not typically utilize this order of 
service for any of our regular evening services, the men’s quartet 

(Curt Grote, Wayne Grote, Steve Kasten, and Pastor Wollenberg) 
will lead those portions of the service this evening. 
Silence for meditation 
 

Men’s Quartet: 
 The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night 
 And peace at the last. Amen. 
 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
 To sing praise to Your name, O Most High; 
 To herald Your love in the morning, 
 Your truth at the close of the day.  

Amen, amen! 
 
Stand 

Confession and Absolution 
L:  Beloved in the Lord! Tonight, the Church remembers 

the unfathomable death our Lord Jesus willingly took 
upon Himself to take away our sins. It is a reminder of 
the magnitude of our sin and, at the same time, the 
great value He places on us and our salvation. Let us 
therefore ponder His suffering and death with sober 
reflection and resolute joy. Let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.  
 
 

L: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my 
own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I 
pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all 
my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

C: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. Amen. 

 

C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company 
of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 



wherefore I pray God almighty to have mercy on me, 
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

L: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

 
C: Amen. 
 

Psalm 22:1-24  
 

 

P: My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? 

C: Why are You so far from saving me,  

From the words of my groaning? 

P: O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer,  

And by night, but I find no rest.  

C: Yet You are holy, enthroned on the praise of Israel.  

P: In You our fathers trusted;  

They trusted, and You delivered them.  

C: To You they cried and were rescued;  
In You they trusted and were not put to shame.  

P: But I am a worm and not a man,  
scorned by mankind and despised by the people.  

C: All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; 
they wag their heads;  

P: "He trusts in the Lord; let Him deliver him;  
let Him rescue him, for He delights in him!"  

C: Yet you are He who took me from the womb;  
You made me trust you at my mother's breasts.  

P: On you was I cast from my birth,  
and from my mother's womb You have been my God.  

C: Be not far from me, for trouble is near,  
and there is none to help.  

P: Many bulls encompass me;  
strong bulls of Bashan surround me;  

C: they open wide their mouths at me,  
like a ravening and roaring lion.  

P: I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of 
joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my 
breast; 

C: My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my 
tongue sticks to my jaws; You lay me in the dust of 
death.  

P: For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers 
encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet-  

C: I can count all my bones-they stare and gloat over 
me;  

P: They divide my garments among them,  
and for my clothing they cast lots.  

C: But You, O Lord, do not be far off!  
O You my help, come quickly to my aid!  

P: Deliver my soul from the sword,  
my precious life from the power of the dog!  

C: Save me from the mouth of the lion!  
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild 
oxen!  

P: I will tell of Your name to my brothers;  
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:  

C: You who fear the Lord, praise Him! All you offspring 
of Jacob, glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him,  
all you offspring of Israel!  

P: For He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the 
afflicted, and He has not hidden His face from him,  

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

Sit 

The Psalm Response: #543, “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
1 What wondrous love is this, 
 O my soul, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this,  
 O my soul! What wondrous love is this 
 That caused the Lord of bliss 
     To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
     To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 



2 When I was sinking down,  
 Sinking down, sinking down, 
     When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 When I was sinking down 
 Beneath God’s righteous frown,  
 Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
     Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 
 
3   To God and to the Lamb I will sing, 
     I will sing; To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
     To God and to the Lamb,  
     Who is the great I AM, 
     While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
     While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
4   And when from death I’m free, 
     I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
     And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
     And when from death I’m free,  
     I’ll sing His love for me,  
     And though eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
     And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 
Stand 

The Bidding Prayer  
L Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that our 

Lord God would defend her against all the assaults and 
temptations of the adversary and keep her perpetually 
on the true foundation, Jesus Christ: 

 

C Almighty and everlasting God, since You have 
revealed Your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ and 
in the Word of His truth, keep in safety, we ask You, 
the works of Your mercy so that Your Church, spread 
throughout all the nations, may be defended against 
the adversary and may serve You in true faith and 
persevere in the confession of Your name; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

L Let us pray for all the ministers of the Word, for all 
vocations in the Church, and for all the people of God: 

C Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the 
whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified, 
receive the supplications and prayers which we offer 
before You for all Your servants in Your holy Church, 
that every minister may truly serve You according to 
their calling; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

L Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty: 

C O merciful Father in heaven, because You hold in 
Your hand all the might of man and because You have 
ordained all the powers that exist in all the nations of 
the world for the punishment of evildoers and for the 
praise of those who do well, we humbly ask You to 
graciously regard Your servants, especially our 
President; the Congress of the United States; our 
Governor; and all those who make, administer, and 
judge our laws; that they all may govern according to 
Your Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

L Let us pray our Lord God Almighty that He would deliver 
the world from all error, take away disease, ward off 
famine, set free those in bondage, and grant health to 
the sick and a safe journey to all who travel: 

C Almighty and everlasting God, the consolation of the 
sorrowful and the strength of the weak, may the 
prayers of those who cry to You in any tribulation or 
distress graciously come before You, so that in all 
their necessities they may rejoice in Your gracious 
help and comfort; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

L Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our 
Lord God would be pleased to deliver them from their 
error, call them to faith in the true and living God and 



His only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and gather them 
into His family, the Church: 

C Almighty and everlasting God, because You seek not 
the death but the life of all, hear our prayers for all 
who have no right knowledge of You, free them from 
their error, and for the glory of Your name bring 
them into the fellowship of Your holy Church; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

L Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, that God would 
send down His blessing upon them and graciously 
dispose our hearts to enjoy them according to His own 
good will: 

C O Lord, Father Almighty, by Your Word You created 
and You continue to bless and uphold all things. We 
pray that You would reveal to us Your Word, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that through His dwelling in our hearts, 
we may be made ready to receive Your blessing on all 
the fruits of the earth and whatsoever pertains to our 
bodily need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Men’s Quartet: 

 Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

 Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 

 You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 

 Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

And to the Holy Spirit. 

Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 

Sit 

Hymn: #878, “Abide With Me” 

 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
 The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
 When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
 Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 
 What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
 Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
 Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 
3 Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 
 But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 
 Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 
 Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 
4 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
 Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
 Change and decay in all around I see; 
 O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 
5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
 Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
 Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
 I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 
 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
 Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
 Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

Meditation: “Into Your Hands I Commend My Spirit”  Psalm 
31:5 

 

Hymn: #611, “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 

 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 
 Jesus shed His blood for me, 
 Died that I might live on high, 
 Lives that I might never die. 
 As the branch is to the vine, 
 I am His, and He is mine. 
 
 



2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 
 Higher than the heav’ns above, 
 Deeper than the depths of sea, 
 Lasting as eternity! 
 Love that found me – wondrous thought! 
 Found me when I sought Him not. 
 
3 Only Jesus can impart 
 Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
 Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
 Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
 Faith and hope to walk with God 
 In the way that Enoch trod. 
 
4 Chief of sinners though I be, 
 Christ is all in all to me; 
 All my wants to Him are known, 
 All my sorrows are His own. 
 He sustains the hidden life 
 Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
 
5 O my Savior, help afford 
 By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
 When my wayward heart would stray, 
 Keep me in the narrow way; 
 Grace in time of need supply 
 While I live and when I die. 
 

+Service of Tenebrae+ 
 

The Prophecy:         Isaiah 53:1-9  
Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom 

has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For he grew up 
before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry 
ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He was despised 
and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 

with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not.  

4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But 
he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like 
a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 
mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and 
as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out 
of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my 
people? 9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a 
rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and 
there was no deceit in his mouth. 

 
The first candle is extinguished as we sing: 

 
Hymn: #419, “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” vv. 1, 3 
 
1 Savior, when in dust to Thee  
 Low we bow th’adoring knee; 
 When, repentant, to the skies  
 Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 
 O, by all Thy pains and woe 
 Suffered once for us below, 
 Bending from Thy throne on high, 
 Hear our penitential cry! 

 
3 By Thine hour of dire despair, 
 By Thine agony of prayer, 
 By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
 Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
 By the gloom that veiled the skies 
 O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 



 Listen to our humble sigh; 
 Hear our penitential cry! 

 
The Plot to Take His Life:      John 11:45-53  

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what [Jesus] did, believed in him, 46 but some of 
them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 
done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the 
council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs 
many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will 
believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both 
our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who 
was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at 
all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one 
man should die for the people, not that the whole nation 
should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, 
but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would 
die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to 
gather into one the children of God who are scattered 
abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to 
death. 

 
The second candle is extinguished as we sing: 

 
Hymn: #743, “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” vv. 1-4 
 
 
1   Jesus, priceless treasure,  
 Fount of purest pleasure, 
     Truest friend to me,  
     Ah, how long in anguish 
     Shall my spirit languish,  
     Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 
     Thou art mine, O Lamb Divine!  
     I will suffer naught to hide Thee;  
     I will ask beside Thee. 
 
 

2 In Thine arms I rest me; 
 Foes who would molest me, 
     Cannot reach me here,  
     Though the earth be shaking, 
 Ev’ry heart be quaking,  
     Jesus calms my fear. 
 Lightings flash and thunders crash; 
     Yet, though sin and hell assail me,  
     Jesus will not fail me. 
 
3 Satan, I defy thee;  
 Death, I now decry thee;  
     Fear, I bid thee cease.  
     World, thou shalt not harm me 
 Nor Thy threats alarm me  
 While I sing of peace 
     God’s great pow’r guards ev’ry hour; 
     Earth and all in depths adore Him,  
     Silent bow before Him. 
 
4  Hence, all earthly treasure!, 
    Jesus is my pleasure!, 
    Jesus is my choice.  
    Hence all empty glory! 
    Naught to me thy story  
    Told with tempting voice. 
    Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, 
    Shall not from my Savior move me  
    Since He deigns to love me 
 
 
The Garden of Gethsemane:      Mark 14:32-42 

 

32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And [Jesus] 
said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And he took 
with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly 
distressed and troubled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul is 
very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 35 And 



going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if 
it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And he 
said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. 
Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you 
will.” 37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to 
Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one 
hour? 38 Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the 
same words. 40 And again he came and found them sleeping, 
for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to 
answer him. 41 And he came the third time and said to 
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is 
enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. 42 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer 
is at hand.”  

 
 
The third candle is extinguished as we sing: 

 
Hymn: #436, "Go to Dark Gethsemane” vv. 1-2 
 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
 All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 
 Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 
 Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
 Turn not from His griefs away; 
 Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 
2 Follow to the judgment hall, 
 View the Lord of life arraigned; 
 Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
 Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
 Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 

Learn from Him to bear the cross 
 
 
 

 

Betrayal and Arrest in the Garden:         Matthew 26:47-56 
 

47 While [Jesus] was still speaking, Judas came, one of the 
twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, 
from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the 
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is 
the man; seize him.” 49 And he came up to Jesus at once and 
said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to 
him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up 
and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51 And behold, one of 
those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew 
his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off 
his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into 
its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the 
sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 
he will at once send me more than twelve legions of 
angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that 
it must be so?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have 
you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to 
capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and 
you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that the 
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples left him and fled. 
 
The fourth candle is extinguished as we sing: 

 
Hymn: #420, “Christ, the Life of All the Living” vv. 1, 6-7  

 
 

1 Christ, the life of all the living, 
 Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
 Who, Thy-self for me once giving 
 To the darkest depths of woe; 
     Through Thy suff’rings, death and merit 
     I eternal life inherit. 
     Thousand, thousand, thanks shall be, 
     Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 
 



6   Thou hast suffered great affliction 
     And has borne it patiently, 
     Even death by crucifixion, 
     Fully to atone for me; 
     Thou didst choose to be tormented 
     That my doom should be prevented. 
 Thousand, thousand, thanks shall be, 
     Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 
7   Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 
     For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
     For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
     I will thank Thee evermore, 
     Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
     For Thy bleeding and they dying, 
     For that last triumphant cry, 
     And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 

Peter's Denial:                 Luke 22:54-62 
 

54 Then they seized [Jesus] and led him away, bringing him 
into the high priest's house, and Peter was following at a 
distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in the middle 
of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among 
them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light 
and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with 
him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know 
him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You 
also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And 
after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, 
“Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a 
Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are 
talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, 
the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at 
Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he 
had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you 
will deny me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 
 

 
The fifth candle is extinguished as we sing: 

 
 
Hymn: #450, “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vv. 1, 3, 5 
 
1 O sacred Head, now wounded,  

With grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded 
With thorns, Thine only crown. 
O sacred Head, what glory, 
What bliss, till now was Thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call Thee mine. 

 
3 What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered 
 Was all for sinners’ gain; 
 Mine, mine was the transgression, 
 But Thine the deadly pain. 
 Lo, here I fall, my Savior! 
 ‘Tis I deserve Thy place; 
 Look on me with Thy favor, 
 And grant to me Thy grace. 
 
5 What language shall I borrow 
 To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 
 For this Thy dying sorrow, 
 Thy pity without end? 
 O make me Thine forever! 
 And should I fainting be, 
 Lord, let me never, never, 
 Outlive my love for Thee. 
 

Jesus Before Pilate:    John 18:28-19:16 
 

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the 
governor's headquarters. It was early morning. They 
themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that 
they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So 



Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you 
bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man 
were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to 
you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge 
him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful 
for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word 
that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was 
going to die. 

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus 
and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus 
answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others 
say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your 
own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to 
me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is 
not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be 
delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the 
world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was 
born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 
voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews 
and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 39 But you have a custom 
that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do 
you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40 They 
cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas 
was a robber. 

19:1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the 
soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their 
hands. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am 
bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt 
in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and 
the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the 
man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they 
cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to 

them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt 
in him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, 
and according to that law he ought to die because he has 
made himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this 
statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his 
headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You 
will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to 
release you and authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered 
him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had 
been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me 
over to you has the greater sin.” 

12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews 
cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar's 
friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes 
Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate heard these words, he brought 
Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called 
The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it 
was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the 
sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They 
cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” 
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief 
priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So 
he delivered him over to them to be crucified. 

 
 
The sixth candle is extinguished as we sing: 
 
Hymn: #439, “O Dearest Jesus” vv. 1-4 
 
1 O dearest Jesus,  
 What law hast Thou broken 
 That such sharp sentence  
 Should on Thee be spoken? 
 Of what great crime hast  
 Thou to make confession; 
 What dark transgression? 
 
 



2 They crown Thy head with thorns,  
 They smite, they scourge Thee; 
 With cruel mockings 
 To the cross they urge Thee; 
 They give Thee gall to drink, 
 They still decry Thee; 
 They crucify Thee. 
 

3 Whence come these sorrows,  
 Whence this mortal anguish? 
 It is my sins for which 
 Thou, Lord, must languish; 
 Yea, all the wrath, the woe, 
 Thou dost inherit, 
 This I do merit. 
  

4   What punishment so strange 
 Is suffered yonder! 
 The Shepherd dies for sheep 
 That loved to wander; 
 The Master pays the debt 
 His servants owe Him, 
 Who would not know Him. 

 
The Crucifixion:          John 19:17-34 
 

17 And [Jesus] went out, bearing his own cross, to the place 
called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, and Jesus between 
them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the 
cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was 
written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the chief 
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of 
the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the 
Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have 
written.” 

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 
garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each 
soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in 
one piece from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, 
“Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall 
be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided 
my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of 
Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother 
and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home. 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said 
(to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine 
stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 
hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had 
received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed 
his head and gave up his spirit. 
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies 
would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that 
Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs 
might be broken and that they might be taken away. 32 So the 
soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the 
other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came 
to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break 
his legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 
spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 

 
The seventh candle is extinguished as we hear: 

 
Men’s Quartet: “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 
 
Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
See Him dying on the tree! 
‘Tis the Christ by man rejected; 
Yes, my soul, ‘tis He, ‘tis He! 



‘Tis the long-expected Prophet, 
David’s Son, yet David’s Lord. 
Proofs I see sufficient of it: 
‘Tis the true and faithful Word 
 
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, 
Was there ever grief like His? 
Friends thro’ fear His cause disowning, 
Foes insulting His distress; 
Many hands were raised to wound Him, 
None would interpose to save; 
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 
Was the stroke that Justice gave. 
 
Ye who think of sin but lightly 
Nor suppose the evil great; 
Here may view its nature rightly, 
Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the Sacrifice appointed, 
See who bears the awful load; 
‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, 
Son of Man and Son of God. 
 
Here we have a firm foundation, 
Here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ’s the Rock of our salvation, 
His the Name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 
Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 
None shall ever be confounded 
Who on Him their hope have built. 
 
The Burial:          John 19:38-42 
 

38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a 
disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked 
Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate 
gave him permission. So he came and took away his 

body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by 
night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of 
Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the 
burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was 
crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in 
which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the 
Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, 
they laid Jesus there.  
 

Men’s Quartet: 
 Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
 Listen to my cry. 
 Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
 Hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 
 In righteousness I shall see You; 
 When I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 
 
Complete darkness. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer – Spoken in a whisper: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

We hear the sound of the grave being closed. 
The Christ candle is lit in anticipation of Easter joy! 
 
 

 



Men’s Quartet: 
 Guide us waking, O Lord, 
 And guard us sleeping 
 That awake we may watch with Christ 
 And asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
 Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
 Your Word has been fulfilled. 
 My own eyes have seen the salvation 
 Which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
 A light to reveal You to the nations 
 And the glory of Your people Israel. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 And to the Holy Spirit; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, 
 And will be forever. Amen. 
 
 Guide us waking, O Lord, 
 And guard us sleeping 
 That awake we may watch with Christ 
 And asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
 The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night 
 And peace at the last. Amen. 
 Amen, amen! 
 
The congregation is invited to remain in prayer and then to leave the 
sanctuary in silence.  

 
Easter Service Schedule: 

 
6:30AM Sunrise Service with Communion 

8:15AM Fellowship and Sunday School 
9:30AM Divine Service with Communion 

 
 
 
 

Prayers of the Church 
+health: Thretta Hassell, Ferris Kasten, Bill Leutner, Helena Quaid, 
Esther Schaeffer, Bessie Sprehe, Brian Suedmeyer, Margaret Arning, 
Fran Burmester (friend of Bob Brink Family), Marvin Dannamann, 
Amy Hafford, Beulah Holle, Verdell Krueger, Jim Lietz, Richard 
McGee, Teddy Meyer, Carlene Michael, Alma Muenter, Jim Muenter, 
Mike Muenter, Greg Nattier, Linda Renth (mother of MaryBeth 
Suedmeyer), Frances Rueter, Kris Shaw (daughter of Brad 
Niermann), Eileen Spenner, Jean Sergent (cousin to Rueter family), 
Janell Small, Sam Smith, LaVerne Thorson, Norma Tucker, all cancer 
patients, and those recovering from corona virus                                                                                                                                  
 

Serving Us in Worship This Evening 
Preacher & Liturgist: Rev. Nathan Wollenberg 

Organist: Lori Brammeier 
Acolytes: Addie Grote and Thomas Taylor 

Elder: Steve Eickmeyer 
 
A big THANK YOU for all your prayers, cards, phone calls, visits, and 
food during the last couple of months. I am humbled by your 
concern and I feel blessed to be part of such a caring congregation 
and community. My sincere appreciation to you - Norma Tucker 
 
Thank you to everyone who included Todd and our family in their 
prayers, phone calls, text messages, cards, food, flowers, 
memorials, and all other gestures of thoughtfulness. We are forever 
grateful for the congregation’s generosity. God’s blessings to all.            
The Family of Todd Twenhafel 

  
The remaining cemetery grave blankets and Christmas flowers will 
be removed starting on Monday, March 29, 2021.  
 
Our Easter Sunday school lesson is "A Living Truth". The women 
who witnessed Christ's burial are the first to witness HIs 
resurrection. With great joy, they run to tell His disciples that Christ 
has risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Discuss, "How can we as a 
family's-read the word of Christ's resurrection?" 

  
Easter Lilies: Please drop off your Easter Lilies on Saturday, April 3 
at 1:00pm at the church.  
 



School Chapel on Wednesday mornings with the fourth quarter 
chapel offerings going to help support the Lead a Child; independent 
Lutheran Mission Agency, dedicated to sharing the Good News of 
Jesus’ love to children through Christian education in third world 
countries.  
 
Women’s Bible Study will resume meeting on Wednesday, April 7 at 
7:00pm on the stage area where social distancing will be observed. 
 
Holy Week 2021 
You are invited to join us for our upcoming Holy Week worship 
services, either in person or online. Our schedule will be as follows: 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4 - 6:30AM Sunrise Service with Communion 
                                    8:15AM Sunday School/Coffee and  
                                                 Donuts Served in the Gym 
                                    9:30AM Divine Service with Communion 
 
Trinity Hoyleton’s Board of Christian Education is currently 
accepting candidates for the open principal/administrator role for 
our school. The board is currently reviewing candidates from the 
LCMS directory but If you would like to make any recommendations 
or nominations please submit them to any of the school board 
members or submit them to the school office. 
 
Holy Communion and Church Worship: We will be offering 
Communion publicly again on the first two Sundays of the month. As 
has been the case throughout the pandemic, this is all subject to 
change at any time. Please direct any concerns or questions to the 
elders or Pastor. 
If your still uncomfortable receiving communion during the service, 
please contact the church office or Pastor to set up an appointment. 
At the March Elders Meeting it was decided to limit our attendance 
to 120 for our weekly services. 
 
The LWML 2021 National Convention will be held in person in 
Lexington Kentucky on June 24-27,2021. Mask and social distancing 
will be required. More information will follow at a later time. 
 
Hoyleton Lions Club will be holding their annual Easter Egg Hunt in 
the Hoyleton Park on Saturday, April 3 at 2:00pm. 
 

Hoyleton 4-H Aluminum Can Drive at the Hoyleton Town Hall on 
April 10 from 9:00am – 12N. 
 
Mark your calendars…Pre-K and Kindergarten Open House will be 
held on Sunday, April 18 beginning at 11:30am.  
 
The PTL has decided to cancel their annual Beer and Wine Tasting 
Fundraiser on April 17, 2021. At this time we are still asking for any 
donations for auction items. If you or anyone you know would like to 
donate you may contact or drop them off at the school office. PTL 
Board ~ Mary Beth Suedmeyer, Natasha Schoenberg, Lisa Wallace, 
Mike Smith, Karis Meyer, Angie Schnitker, Mandy Brammeier, and 
Chris Dehning 
 
On Easter Sunday, Sunday School will be offered between the 6:30 
and 9:30 services. The children are welcome to enjoy a donut and 
juice offered by the Stewardship committee in the Activity Center, 
immediately following the 6:30 service. At approximately 8:20, the 
children will be invited to gather at the stage for an Egg Hunt 
Devotion and then will be lead to their individual classes. The 
children will then be dismissed at 9:00.  
    Please plan on joining us for these two opportunities to celebrate 
this very special season of the church year.  
 
Rainforest Explorers VBS needs you! We need volunteers to help 
with VBS setup, June 14-18, and during the week of VBS, June 21-
25, 9am-12pm.  You are invited to be a part of our church's annual 
VBS program that helps to bring the Gospel to life for all students 
who attend! There are many ways you can participate. It's not a 
problem if you can't be with us everyday, we can work around your 
schedule. If you are interested in serving in anyway, please contact 
Michele Grathwohl or the church office.   
 
Mark your calendars for this year's Vacation Bible School June 21-
25, 2021! Our theme for the year is "Rainforest Explorers" as we 
discover all the ways that Jesus is our ultimate guide, not only in 
rainforest but in life! Online registration is live now - simply point 
your browser to VBSMate.com/TrinityHoyleton. We are asking 
participants and volunteers to sign up and please include your T-
shirt size.  
 



Calling all women in the congregation! You are special, gifted by 
God and you can join with others to share your heart, your hands, 
your time and talent helping others. Ladies Aid/LWML is our 
Lutheran Women’s organization. We are dedicated to mission both 
in our local congregation, community, country, and the world. Our 
mission is service, but we need help. Please join us because within 
each of us lies the love of Christ and we want to show this to all. We 
are HIS… Held by His Word 
              Inspired to share His Gospel 
              Surrounded by His Grace 
Ladies Aid/LWML meets on the 1st Tuesday of the month at school at 
7:00pm. Use your talents and time to join with us as we share God’s 
love to others. Need more information? Call Agnes Boehning at 618-
363-6745, Marge Kasten 618-444-3217, Loana Rincker at 618-792-
8469, Sharon Kasten 618-521-3731, or Geri Schnitker 618-322-5616. 
 
Trinity Ladies Aid/LWML first started serving lunches for families 
following a funeral back in 1950 and our members are happy to be 
continuing that service. Those individuals to contact if you wish to 
bring a food item for April are Marge Kasten (444-3217) or Elaine 
Meyer (493-6270). Thank you for any assistance of food as we 
continue to provide this service for families during their time of loss. 
 
Get 10% of Your Lunch Bill Donated to Trinity! At Bunkers Bar & 
Grill, the restaurant at the Roland Barkau Memorial Golf Course in 
Okawville, any time you bring your church bulletin with you for 
lunch on Sundays, 10% of your bill will be donated back to Trinity. 
This is a very easy way to support our congregation, a local 
Washington County small business, and eat delicious food all at the 
same time! Bunkers is located at 1501 N. Waterworks Rd. Okawville, 
IL 62271. 
 
Electronic Recycling Event at the Nashville Community Center on 
Saturday, April 10 from 8:00anm – Noon. Items accepted computers, 
Tube TV’s, Computer Monitors, Flat Screen TV, Desktop Printers, Fax 
Machines/Scanners, DVD/VHS/VCR Players, Video Games, 
Keyboards, Microwave Ovens. For more information, please contact 
WCHD (618-327-3644). 
 
CORLHS Sterling Evening Dinner and Auction 2021 Update: 
Plans are underway for the 2021 Sterling Evening Dinner and 
Auction. While we are not able to gather in March, we are hopeful 

to have it the third weekend in July. Much still depends on what we 
are able to do safely. Watch for future updates and thank you again 
for your support. 
 
Stream our services LIVE on Sundays beginning at 9:30am. You may 
go to facebook.com/tlshoyleton. For those who don’t have facebook 
the audio and video will be posted on our website 
trinityhoyleton.org around 11:30am. 
 
Please remember to continue to give your offerings. You may do so 
by dropping it off in the church office Monday – Friday 8:00am – 
4:00pm or mailing it to Trinity Lutheran Church PO Box 176 
Hoyleton, Il. 62803.  
 
Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your radio station for practical 
Lutheran talk, daily Bible and Confession studies, daily worship 
opportunities, and current issues from a Lutheran worldview. 
Programs are archived at KFUO.org for 24/7 on-demand listening or 
AM850 on your radio. This week on KFUO.org, we celebrate our Risen 

Savior! Hear the end of Mark and begin 1 Peter 1 on Sharper Iron 
(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), continue in 1 Thessalonians on Thy Strong 
Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and hear practical conversations on 
The Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9:00 a.m. CT). Find podcasts, including 
the new "Friends for Life" podcast from LCMS Life Ministry, on demand 
at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts! 
 

 
 

 

http://kfuo.org/

