
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Hoyleton, IL 

2021 Lenten Midweek Series 
“Places of the Passion” 

ABOUT THE SERIES 

Throughout this Lenten season, we will follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus, contemplating what happened at each 
place our Savior stood along the path of his Passion for our 
sake. Each service will explores the meaning, history and 
spiritual inspiration associated with the location highlighted. 
Together, we will learn things that we may not have known 
before as we grow to understand more deeply the hard road 
our Lord took, that the way to heaven might be open to us. 

PILATE’S JUDGMENT HALL 

In this service for Week 4 of Lent, the place of the Passion 
is the place where Jesus was condemned to death by Pontius 
Pilate. Even though Pilate had the authority to set Jesus free, 
he is persuaded by the crowd and his own interests to 
condemn an innocent man. As we view this powerful scene in 
the Passion Gospel, we realize that the judgment that was 
placed upon Jesus should have been placed upon us. He was 
condemned so that we might be set free! 
 
Preservice Music 
Ringing of the Bells 
Prelude 
Opening Hymn:  
#439, “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” – vv. 1-5 
 
1 O dearest Jesus,  
 What law hast Thou broken 
 That such sharp sentence  
 Should on Thee be spoken? 
 Of what great crime hast  
 Thou to make confession; 
 What dark transgression? 

2 They crown Thy head with thorns,  
 They smite, they scourge Thee; 
 With cruel mockings 
 To the cross they urge Thee; 
 They give Thee gall to drink, 
 They still decry Thee; 
 They crucify Thee. 
 
3 Whence come these sorrows,  
 Whence this mortal anguish? 
 It is my sins for which 
 Thou, Lord, must languish; 
 Yea, all the wrath, the woe, 
 Thou dost inherit, 
 This I do merit. 
  
4   What punishment so strange 
 Is suffered yonder! 
 The Shepherd dies for sheep 
 That loved to wander; 
 The Master pays the debt 
 His servants owe Him, 
 Who would not know Him. 
 
5   The sinless Son of God 
 Must die in sadness; 
 The sinful child of man 
 May live in gladness; 
 Man forfeited his life 
 And is acquitted; 
 God is committed. 
 
Welcome 
Stand 
Invocation and Opening Sentences 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son  
 and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  



P Let us ever walk with Jesus. 
C To see the depths of His love. 
 
P To behold the gift of His forgiveness! 
C To gaze upon the heights of His grace. 
 
P To marvel at the magnitude of His mercy. 
C We walk with Jesus to Pilate’s judgment hall.   
P To hear about Jewish leaders, a prisoner named Barabbas, 

and even Pilate’s wife. 
C It comes down to three words –  

innocent, guilty, and free. 
 
P Faithful Lord, with me abide. 
C  I shall follow where You guide!  
 
Confession 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father  
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn of Response: 
#439, “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” vv. 12-
15 

 

12 I’ll think upon Thy mercy 

 Without ceasing, 
 That earth’s vain joys to me 
 No more be pleasing; 
 To do Thy will shall be 
 My sole endeavor 
 Henceforth forever. 
 
13 Whate’er of earthly 
 Good this life may grant me, 
 I’ll risk for Thee; 
 No shame, no cross, shall daunt me. 
 I shall not fear what 
 Foes can do to harm me 
 Nor death alarm me. 
 
14 But worthless is my 
 Sacrifice, I own it; 
 Yet, Lord, for love’s sake 
 Thou wilt not disown it; 
 Thou wilt accept my gift 
 In Thy great meekness 
 Nor shame my weakness. 
 
15 And when, dear Lord, 
 Before Thy throne in heaven 
 To me the crown of joy 
 At last it given, 
 Where sweetest hymns 
 Thy saints forever raise Thee, 
 I, too, shall praise Thee. 

 

Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 



C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C Lord God, heavenly Father, you set Israel free from the 

chains of Egyptian bondage and you set Barabbas free 
from Roman execution; so set us free from every prison 
that shackles and binds us; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, one God, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
Sit 
Old Testament Reading   Exodus 14:22-29 
 

22 And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea 
on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right 
hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in 
after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his 
chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch 
the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the 
Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a 
panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove 
heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before 
Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” 

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over 
the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, 
upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to 
its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the 
Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the 
midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But 
the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the 
waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their 
left. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading         Romans 6:1-11 
      

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that 
grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin 
still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 
we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order 
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has 
been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died 
to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus. 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
Gospel Reading     Matthew 27:11-23 

 

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor 
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You 
have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests 
and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do 
you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14 But 
he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that 
the governor was greatly amazed. 

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release 
for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they 
had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they 



had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 
release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For 
he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him 
up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his 
wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous 
man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a 
dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor 
again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to 
release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to 
them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called 
Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 And he said, 
“Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 

“Let him be crucified!” 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Sit 
Sermon Hymn: #430, “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 
 
1 My song is love unknown, 

My Savior’s love to me, 
 Love to the loveless shown  

That they might lovely be. 
 Oh, who am I that for my sake 
 My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 
 
2 He came from His blest throne  

Salvation to bestow; 
 But men made strange, and none  

The longed-for Christ would know. 
But oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 
Who at my need His life did spend! 
 

 

3  Sometimes they strew His way 
 And His sweet praises sing; 
 Resounding all the day 
 Hosannas to their King. 
 Then “Crucify!” is all their breath, 
 And for His death they thirst and cry. 
 
4 Why, what hath my Lord done? 
 What makes this rage and spite? 
 He made the lame to run, 
 He gave the blind their sight. 
 Sweet injuries! Yet they at these 
 Themselves displease and ‘gainst Him rise. 
 
 
5 They rise and needs will have 
 My dear Lord made away; 
 A murderer they save, 
 The Prince of Life they slay. 
 Yet cheerful He to suff’ring goes 
 That He His foes from thence might free. 
 
6 In life no house, no home 
 My Lord on earth might have; 
 In death no friendly tomb 
 But what a stranger gave. 
 What may I say? Heav’n was His home 
 But mine the tomb wherein He lay. 
 
7 Here might I stay and sing, 
 No story so divine! 
 Never was love, dear King, 
 Never was grief like Thine. 
 This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 
 I all my days could gladly spend! 
 
 
 



Sermon: “Pilate’s Judgment Hall”        Matthew 27:11-23 
 Rev. Timothy Mueller – St. John’s Lutheran, New 
Minden 

 St. Luke’s Lutheran, Covington 
 
Series Hymn: #685, “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
 
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,  
 Follow His example pure, 
 Through a world that would deceive us  
 And to sin our spirits lure. 
 Onward in His footsteps treading,  
 Pilgrims here, our home above, 

Full of faith and hope and love,  
Let us do our Father’s bidding.  
Faithful Lord, with me abide;  
I shall follow where You guide. 

 
 
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus  
 And with patience bear our cross. 
 Joy will follow all our sadness;  
 Where He is, there is no loss. 
 Though today we sow no laughter,  
 We shall reap celestial joy; 

All discomforts that annoy  
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.  
Jesus, here I share your woe;  
Help me there Your joy to know. 

 
 
3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.  
 Since by death He conquered death, 
 He will free us from destruction,  
 Give to us immortal breath. 
 Let us mortify all passion  
 That would lead us into sin; 

And the grave that shuts us in  

Shall but prove the gate to heaven.  
Jesus, here with You I die,  
There to live with You on high. 
 

 
4 Let us also live with Jesus.  
 He has risen from the dead 
 That to life we may awaken.  
 Jesus, You are now our head. 
 We are Your own living members;  
 Where You live there we shall be 
 In Your presence constantly,  
 Living there with You forever. 
 Jesus, let me faithful be,  
 Life eternal grant to me. 
 
Stand 
Prayer of the Church 
After each petition, the response will be: 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 
 
Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you. 



C Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn: #437, “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 

 
1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
 And did my sov’reign die? 
 Would He devote that sacred head 
 For such a worm as I? 
 
 
2 Was it for crimes that I had done 
 He groaned upon the tree? 
 Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
 And love beyond degree! 
 
3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 
 And shut his glories in 
 When God, the mighty maker, died 
 For His own creatures’ sin. 
 
4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 
 While His dear cross appears, 
 Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
 And melt mine eyes to tears. 
 
5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
 The debt of love I owe; 
 Here, Lord, I give myself away: 
 ‘Tis all that I can do. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers of the Church 
+health: Thretta Hassell, Ferris Kasten, Bill Leutner, Helena 
Quaid, Esther Schaeffer, Bessie Sprehe, Brian Suedmeyer, 
Janell Small, Marvin Dannamann, Matthew Groh (cousin of 
Celeste Rueter), Amy Hafford, Beulah Holle, Cheryll Krueger, 
Verdell Krueger, Jim Lietz, Richard McGee, Teddy Meyer, 
Carlene Michael, Alma Muenter, Jim Muenter, Mike Muenter, 
Greg Nattier, Linda Renth (mother of MaryBeth Suedmeyer), 
Eileen Spenner, Jean Sergent (cousin to Rueter family), Sam 
Smith, LaVerne Thorson, Norma Tucker, and all cancer 
patients 

 
Serving Us in Worship This Evening 

Preacher & Liturgist: Rev. Timothy Mueller 
Organist: Kathy Unverfehrt 

Acolytes: Carly Kasten and Timothy Meyer 
Elder: Steve Eickmeyer 

 
This week's Sunday school lesson is "A Shepherd's Love." Jesus 
calls Himself the Good Shepherd as He promises to lead and 
guide His Sheep. Jesus willingly laid down His life for His 
sheep, even those who often ignore the voice of the Shepherd. 
His flock includes "other sheep" (John 10:16), Gentiles not 
descended from Abraham. David's familiar Twenty-third Psalm 
describes the work of our Good Shepherd. Discuss, "When do 
we often hear Psalm 23 spoken?" 
 
School Chapel on Wednesday mornings with the fourth quarter 
chapel offerings going to help support the Lead a Child; 
independent Lutheran Mission Agency, dedicated to sharing 
the Good News of Jesus’ love to children through Christian 
education in third world countries.  
 
2021 Lenten Midweek Sermon Series - "Places of the 
Passion" Join us during the Lenten season as we reflect on the 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus on our behalf. This year, we will 
meditate upon the Passion of Christ as depicted in Matthew's 
Gospel. Each week, we'll take a look at a different place 



where Jesus stood on His path to our salvation. Our series will 
continue this evening at 7:00PM. We hope you can join us as 
we spend time in preparation for Easter! Acolytes for 
Wednesday, March 24 will be Gracie Schnitker and Stacie 
Schneider, organist Kathy Unverfehrt, and Elder Bob Kroeger. 
During this service will be the 2021 Confirmation Class 
Questioning. The Class of 2021: Rylee Elizabeth Brammeier, 
Addison Nichole Grote, Carly Nicole Kasten, Jaymie Imogene 
Koelling, Timothy Theophil Meyer, Ruthie Jeanne Smith, Colt 
Brian Suedmeyer, Thomas Robert Taylor.  
 
Women’s Bible Study Thursdays during Lent beginning at 
7:00pm on the stage area where social distancing will be 
observed. 
 
Trinity Hoyleton’s Board of Christian Education is currently 
accepting candidates for the open principal/administrator role 
for our school. The board is currently reviewing candidates 
from the LCMS directory but If you would like to make any 
recommendations or nominations please submit them to any of 
the school board members or submit them to the school office. 
 
Holy Week 2021 
You are invited to join us for our upcoming Holy Week worship 
services, either in person or online. Our schedule will be as 
follows: 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 6:00PM - Confirmation Questioning 
Service (seating for the public will be very limited for this 
service to accommodate the confirmands' families). 
 
Palm Sunday, March 28, 9:30AM - Confirmation Service (In-
person worship will be restricted to the confirmands' families. 
The public is invited to join us virtually ONLY that day or sign-
up to watch in our Activity Center.) 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7:00PM - Divine Service with 
Communion 

Good Friday, April 2, 7:00PM - Tenebrae Vespers 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4 - 6:30AM Sunrise Service with 
Communion 
                                    8:15AM Sunday School/Coffee and 
Donuts Served in the Gym 
                                    9:30AM Divine Service with 
Communion 
 
Holy Communion and Church Worship: We will be offering 
Communion publicly again on the first two Sundays of the 
month. As has been the case throughout the pandemic, this is 
all subject to change at any time. Please direct any concerns 
or questions to the elders or Pastor. 
If your still uncomfortable receiving communion during the 
service, please contact the church office or Pastor to set up an 
appointment. At the March Elders Meeting it was decided to 
limit our attendance to 120 for our weekly services. 
 
Easter Lilies: Please drop off your Easter Lilies on Saturday, 
April 3 at 1:00pm at the church. If you wish to order an Easter 
Lily through the Altar Guild please contact Elaine Spenner. 
 
All children of our church and school family, are invited to 
participate in our Procession of Palms at the simulcast service 
that is being offered in the Activity Center of our school on 
Palm Sunday. The children will be given a palm when entering 
at the ramp door and will be asked to line up in the cafeteria. 
As the service begins, the group will come into the Activity 
Center, go up the center aisle of chairs then back down the 
sides. As they see their parents, they are welcome to take a 
seat with their families. Sunday school will be offered that day 
at the 10:25 - 11:05 time. 
 
On Easter Sunday, Sunday School will be offered between the 
6:30 and 9:30 services. The children are welcome to enjoy a 
donut and juice offered by the Stewardship committee in the 
Activity Center, immediately following the 6:30 service. At 



approximately 8:20, the children will be invited to gather at 
the stage for an Egg Hunt Devotion and then will be lead to 
their individual classes. The children will then be dismissed at 
9:00. Please plan on joining us for these two opportunities to 
celebrate this very special season of the church year.  
 
Mark your calendars for this year's Vacation Bible School June 
21-25, 2021! Our theme for the year is "Rainforest Explorers" 
as we discover all the ways that Jesus is our ultimate guide, 
not only in rainforest but in life! Online registration is live now 
- simply point your browser to VBSMate.com/TrinityHoyleton. 
We are asking participants and volunteers to sign up and 
please include your T-shirt size. If you are interested in 
helping with VBS this year, please contact Michele Grathwohl, 
or simply call the church office and let us know!  
 
The PTL has decided to cancel their annual Beer and Wine 
Tasting Fundraiser on April 17, 2021. At this time we are still 
asking for any donations for auction items. If you or anyone 
you know would like to donate you may contact or drop them 
off at the school office. PTL Board ~ Mary Beth Suedmeyer, 
Natasha Schoenberg, Lisa Wallace, Mike Smith, Karis Meyer, 
Angie Schnitker, Mandy Brammeier, and Chris Dehning 
 
Thrivent Members: Thank you to all who have designated 
their Choice Dollars. If you haven't been able to do this, you 
have till the END of MARCH to choose where your Choice 
Dollars are used.  Simply call 800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say "Thrivent Choice". A representative will work 
with you. Trinity Lutheran Church at 205 N. Main is able to 
receive funds.  
 
Calling all women in the congregation! You are special, gifted 
by God and you can join with others to share your heart, your 
hands, your time and talent helping others. Ladies Aid/LWML 
is our Lutheran Women’s organization. We are dedicated to 
mission both in our local congregation, community, country, 
and the world. Our mission is service, but we need help. 

Please join us because within each of us lies the love of Christ 
and we want to show this to all. We are HIS… Held by His Word 
              Inspired to share His Gospel 
              Surrounded by His Grace 
Ladies Aid/LWML meets on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 
school at 7:00pm. Use your talents and time to join with us as 
we share God’s love to others. Need more information? Call 
Agnes Boehning at 618-363-6745, Marge Kasten 618-444-3217, 
Loana Rincker at 618-792-8469, Sharon Kasten 618-521-3731, 
or Geri Schnitker 618-322-5616. 
 
Trinity Ladies Aid/LWML first started serving lunches for 
families following a funeral back in 1950 and our members are 
happy to be continuing that service. Those individuals to 
contact if you wish to bring a food item for March are Shirley 
Schnitker (493-6178) or Doris Meier (493-6204). Thank you for 
any assistance of food as we continue to provide this service 
for families during their time of loss. 
 
Get 10% of Your Lunch Bill Donated to Trinity! At Bunkers 
Bar & Grill, the restaurant at the Roland Barkau Memorial Golf 
Course in Okawville, any time you bring your church bulletin 
with you for lunch on Sundays, 10% of your bill will be donated 
back to Trinity. This is a very easy way to support our 
congregation, a local Washington County small business, and 
eat delicious food all at the same time! Bunkers is located at 
1501 N. Waterworks Rd. Okawville, IL 62271. 
 
CORLHS Sterling Evening Dinner and Auction 2021 Update: 
Plans are underway for the 2021 Sterling Evening Dinner and 
Auction. While we are not able to gather in March, we are 
hopeful for a date in late spring or early summer. Much still 
depends on what we are able to do safely. Watch for future 
updates and thank you again for your support. 
 
 
 



Stream our services LIVE on Sundays beginning at 9:30am. 
You may go to facebook.com/tlshoyleton. For those who don’t 
have facebook the audio and video will be posted on our 
website trinityhoyleton.org around 11:30am. 
 
Gift cards are available! Stop by the school office and pick up 
a form to see what all is available. Cards are available to 
purchase for your last-minute shopping for birthdays, 
anniversaries, weddings, or just every day shopping through-
out the year. 
 
Please remember to continue to give your offerings. You may 
do so by dropping it off in the church office Monday – Friday 
8:00am – 4:00pm or mailing it to Trinity Lutheran Church PO 
Box 176 Hoyleton, Il. 62803.  
 
Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your radio station for 
practical Lutheran talk, daily Bible and Confession studies, 
daily worship opportunities, and current issues from a 
Lutheran worldview. Programs are archived at KFUO.org for 
24/7 on-demand listening or AM850 on your radio. This week 
on KFUO.org, study Mark 14 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 
a.m. CT), dig into Colossians 1-3 on Thy Strong Word 
(weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and worship in Midweek Lenten 
Service and organ recital on 3/24 at 11:00 a.m. CT. Find your 
favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get 
your podcasts. 

 

 
 
 

http://kfuo.org/

